Why teach music in your primary French Immersion classroom?
* Children love music! Music is fun and inclusive, and leads naturally to oral participation and
movement activities.
* [Intellectual and academic development - music can enhance:
« reading skills, motor development, abstract thinking, improvisation, and originality'
* memory?>
« spatial reasoning (listening to Mozart and learning to play the keyboard have both been
shown to positively affect spatial reasoning)?
* literacy skills: phonological awareness, phonemic awareness, orthographic awareness,
fluency, vocabulary acquisition, comprehension, narrative skills, grammar*
 Social and emotional development - music can improve:
* classroom attitudes® and behaviour
* relationships, social cohesion, self-esteem, social skills, empathy, respect and tolerance,
cooperation, and problem-solving ¢
* positive mood’
* self-esteem®
* Music facilitates second language learning:
« many of the same parts of the brain are implicated in learning music and a second language”’

» music is positively linked to improved grammar and comprehension in a second language!?
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